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where the road to Italy crosses the Drave, as a regular garrison for
Poetovio. What other troops there may have been in Transylvania,
and whether detachments of legions were among them, is un-
known. But there is first-hand evidence to prove that until the
beginning of 270 the abandonment of the province was not even
considered. Types of the very first issue of Aurelian, on the model
of Decius, represent the reliance of the Emperor on the might of
Illyricum; among them is a Dacia Fetix1. Then comes a sudden,
unexpected change, necessitated by events of a novel character.
The facts are clear. Aurelian after his proclamation hastened
to Rome2, thence to fight in Pannonia, only to return to North
Italy for a severe campaign against the invading Juthungi. In the
winter of 270-1 he arranged affairs in Rome and Italy and pre-
pared for an expedition against Palmyra. On his way to the East
he first cleared the Danube lands and Thrace of marauding bands3,
then crossed to the northern bank and swiftly defeated the
Goths in a series of great battles, in the course of which the
chieftain Cannabaudes lost his life4. The importance of the victory
is underlined in what Ammianus Marcellinus says of the Goths
'per Aurelianum, acrem virum, et severissimum noxarum ultorem
pulsi, per longa saecula siluerunt immobiles5/ The victorious
Emperor, then, was complete master of the situation; how came
he to the sudden resolve to abandon Dacia ('desperans earn posse
retineri')?
The explanation is to be found in the general position. Zenobia
controlled Egypt, the chief granary of the Empire. The corn-fleets
in 271 were no longer reaching Italy from Alexandria; the
decision must not be postponed, if Rome was not to go short. As
1  This first issue appears to have been planned under Quintillus (himself
an Illyrian), because the reverse Pannonia appears with the same officina mark
from the same mint in the latest of his issues.
2  The sequence of events in Zosimus i, 48 sq^ to which the statements of
the Vita Aureltant stand in a somewhat similar relationship to that shown
in Note i at the end of the volume, is here followed. It appears to the present
writer that considerations of time exclude as many wars in 270 as are usually
assumed,
3  Perhajps they were Carpi,  for the Emperor was already Carpicus
Maximus in 272 (C.LL. in, 7586).  But cf. S.H.A. Jure/. 30, 4.
4  S.H.A. AureL 22, 1-2: contra Zenobiam. . Ater flexlt. multa in itinere
ac magna bellorum genera confecit. nam In Thraciis et in Illyrlco occurrentes
barbaros vicit, Gothorum quin etiam ducem Cannaban sive Cannabauden cum
quinque^ mttibus hominum trans Danuvium interemit;  Orosius VII, 23, 4:
expedition in Danuvium suscepta Gothos magnis proeliis profligavit dicwnem-
que Romanam antiquis terminisstatuit, cf. also Eutropius ix, 13, i and Jordanes,
R0mana2<)QM.                                               5 xxxi, 5, 17,